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Kindergarten- The first couple of months of 
music class has been a blast! We learned to 
identify, feel and express the steady beat 
through singing and moving, and by using 
instruments, and we have learned about 
patterns in two, three and four. Currently, we 
are developing our voices by using them in 
many different ways. Coming up, we will 
identify high and low sounds and pitch 
direction that moves up or down, loud and soft, 
fast and slow, long and short, and the students 
will be introduced to the four families of 
instruments.  Awesome stuff!

1st Grade Music-The start of music class this 
year consisted of reviewing and building on 
several skills that we learned last year in 
Kindergarten. We gave attention to steady 
beat, strong and weak beats, pitch and meter. 
As the year progresses we will of course add 
new skills. The students will learn about 
dynamics, tempo, duration and more, and will 
continue exploring the four families of 
instruments. 

“Between the pages of a book is a 
lovely place to be”.
There is no better way to start a new season than with 
a newfound love for BOOKS and an eagerness to read. 
Fall in love with a good book! 

Active Listening & Five Finger Retell
In the media center, we continue to work on Active 
Listening Skills as well as using the Five Finger Retell 
to recall story elements and events to enhance listening 
and comprehension skills. Have your child model the 
Five Finger Retell for you at home after reading a 
fictional story to help reinforce this skill.
Character Traits
Readers use text evidence to make inferences about a 
character by analyzing a character’s actions and 
dialogue. As reading detectives, students begin to 
analyze their characters and provide text evidence that 
helps them infer or draw conclusions about a character
’s traits based on what the character feels, how they 
act, what they say, and how they think. We use the 
acronym F.A.S.T. to apply this principle. Think “
F.A.S.T.” when reading a story! 
F.A.S.T.
Feelings Actions Sayings Thoughts
First Grade: Sam A. Mouse from the 
Series, Library Mouse
Our first graders continue their adventures with Sam 
and Sarah from the Daniel Kirk series Library Mouse. 
As each new adventure begins a new story unfolds. 
Like Sam and Sarah, the 1st graders get to imagine and 
create their very own adventures by becoming authors 
and illustrators themselves.  

In Spanish class we learn about the language 
and the Hispanic culture.  Learning how to 
communicate with people from Spanish 
speaking countries is one goal.  Students can 
say hello and goodbye, and tell you that they 
are feeling fine.  They can name a few body 
parts in a game of Simon Says, and can count 
to 20 easily.  Grade 1 is learning all about 
Spain, and Kindergarten explores symbols of 
the Hispanic culture.  It’s a wonderful journey  
to teach our students another language.  We 
will have fun while learning!

Kindergarten: Decodable Readers
Our kindergarten students continue to work on 
recognizing and identifying sight words both in the 
classroom and in library. Sight words are one of the 
major building blocks of literacy. In the past few 
weeks, decodable readers have been spotlighted in the 
library.  Decodable readers help to build a child’s 
confidence as reader. Decodable readers are simple 
stories that contain strong picture support to help 
beginning readers to read easy repeated phrasing, sight 
words, as well as phonetically decodable words using 
letters and letter-groups that the students have learned 
in class. These books have been promoted in the 
library and are encouraged daily to be checked out 
each week!  Ask your child to check one out during 
their next library period! 

Sight Word Bingo 
http://www.abcya.com/dolch_sight_word_bing-
o.htm
abcya.com helps learners reinforce reading 
skills from sight words & beyond.

We are learning and having fun in art!  
Kindergarten just finished cutting shapes, 
rectangles, triangles and circles freehand.  We 
used then in patterns and arranged our circles 
from large to small.  Next we will learn how to 
blend colors with oil pastels to make turkeys 
and use our cutting skills to make scenes from 
the book Chicken Little.
1st grade just finished monarch butterflies by 
blending oil pastels. The book Giraffes Can't 
Dance taught the students that they can do 
anything if a giraffe can dance!  We will be 
painting a closeup of the giraffe to remind us 
that we can do anything! 

Remember.....Art can get messy.  Please wear 
play clothes on art day.

In gym class in order to participate sneakers 
that tie are required.  May I suggest your 
child bring in an old pair to keep in your 
classroom, or bookbag, so you they are always 
prepared no matter what the day of week.  
Also, be reminded that jewelery is not 
permitted.  Students must remove all jewelery 
for gym class.  Freshly pierced ears may be 
covered with band-aids, but it is the parents 
responsibilty to do so and not the school staff.  
We look forward to a great year!  Keep 
Excercising!  

I just like to smile, smilig is my 
favorite. - Buddy the Elf
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